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DECA Vision Statement 

 

DeKalb Early College Academy will  be a 

leader among early college programs at the 

state and national level with an intense focus 

on developing scholars who are prepared to 

succeed in college as well as life. 

 

Creating a College-Going 

Culture… 

One Student at a Time!!! 

 

Administrators 
 

Edward Conner  Principal 
 

Kirsten Scott  Assistant Principal 
 

Stephanie Taylor Assistant Principal 

School Accomplishments 

 2020: National Blue Ribbon School of Excellence 

 2013-2019: Top 4  GA High School on CCRPI 

 2013-2019: #1 Early College Model HS in Georgia 

 2013: #1 GA High School on CCRPI 

 2012-2019: #1 DeKalb High School on CCRPI 

 2012-2023: Title I Highest Performing Reward 

School for being in Top 5% in State Assessments 

 2012-2023: U.S. News & World Reports Best High 

Schools Recognition 

 2012: Georgia School of Excellence  - First early 

college model school to receive this distinction 

 2011: National Model High School (International 

Center for Leadership in Education) 

 Platinum & Gold Award Winner for Student 

Achievement and Growth (GOSA) 

 

DECA Mission Statement 
DeKalb Early College Academy strives to create a 

dynamic learning community where scholars are 

immersed in a college preparatory curriculum, 

community service, and multiple career paths 

through college exposure 

 



 

DECA was established in 2006.  It is a School of 

Choice and the DeKalb County School District’s only 

Early College model high school. In conjunction with 

Georgia State University, our  students  complete two 

years of  high school education (9th and 10th grade) 

on our campus and their last two years (11th and 12th 

grade) as full-time students at Georgia State Univer-

sity at Perimeter College.. Through the state-funded 

Dual Enrollment program, students can earn 30 se-

mester hours with little to no cost.  Upon completion, 

students will receive their high school diploma, with 

a possibility of earning both the diploma and an As-

sociates degree. 

DeKalb Early College Academy 

1701 Mountain Industrial Blvd. 

Stone Mountain, GA 30083 

Phone: 678-875-2402 

Fax: 678-875-2410 

Website: http://deca.dekalb.k12.ga.us/ 

What is DECA? 

Who is eligible to attend? 

We look for: 

• Students who may be first in their family to at-

tend/graduate college; under-represented pop-

ulations to the college experience 

• Students who may or may not be eligible for 

free/reduced lunch 

• Students who have the drive to be successful 

with a rigorous college preparatory curriculum 

• Students who enjoy academics and understand 

that we do not offer band or athletic programs 

(*except at your home school) 

What advantages does DECA 

offer? 

 Smaller class sizes than traditional high schools 

 Opportunity to get a head start on college 

 Student-centered Learning Environment 

 Standards Based Classrooms 

 Six Common Instructional Practices enforced in 

all classrooms: 

 Classroom Talk 

 Collaborative Group Work 

 Writing to Learn 

 Literacy Groups/Circles 

 Questioning Strategies 

 Scaffolding 

In addition to academics, 

DECA also offers many 

clubs/organizations and 

extracurricular activities. 

Clubs, Organizations, 

& Student Life 

What do we expect of our 

students? 

• Adherence to established dress code: we are 

a uniform school 

• Satisfactory academic achievement, attend-

ance and self-control 

• 20 hours of community services per school 

year 

• Commitment to the college prep curricu-

lum/school program until graduation 

How do I apply? 

Submit the items below as a packet: 

1. 2024-25 DECA Application Window: January 

9, 2024—February 9, 2024 (find on website) 

2. One Page Letter of Interest (handwritten) 

3. Sealed copy of Discipline, Academic, and 

Attendance Transcripts 

4. Teacher/Counselor Recommendation Letter 

5. Scores on the 7th, 8th, or 9th grade Georgia 

Milestones (or alternate standardized assess-

ment based on previous enrollment).   

 

*Sports 
students are eligible to play 

sports & participate in band at 

their home school. 


