
Every five years, the DeKalb County School District (DCSD) reassess its needs as part of state-mandated process 
to help identify upcoming capital projects, including the anticipated cost of such projects. DCSD must also identify 
potential revenue sources for those capital projects.

On November 2, 2021 DeKalb voters will be asked to consider an E-SPLOST (Education Special Purpose Local 
Option Sales Tax), which would impose a 1% sales and use tax on goods and services purchased in DeKalb County.

If approved by voters, the penny sales tax will be in effect for five Years. This would be the sixth E-SPLOST 
continuation for the district. E-SPLOST V fund collection goes from July 2017 until June 2022. E-SPLOST VI collection 
would last from July 2022 until June 2027.

DCSD estimates the tax would bring in $660M to $700M in revenue and would fund school improvements and 
program enhancement projects.

Proposed E-SPLOST projects include building a new Cross Keys High School; the creation of a Sequoyah school 
cluster, including a new middle school, high school, nearby Dresden Elementary; repurposing McNair High School 
into a Career Tech Academy; merging Dunaire and Allgood elementary schools into a new school with an early 
learning center; rebuilding Hawthorne Elementary and merging with Henderson Mill Elementary; replacing 
Avondale High School with a new building and stadium to become the Performing Arts Academy; setting up a Cyber 
Technology and Engineering Academy with a conversion of Towers High School; rebuilding Dresden Elementary 
School; rebuilding Stoneview Elementary School; rebuilding Jolly Elementary School, the creation of a K-8 at Austin 
Elementary; additional early learning centers; and additional technological infrastructure improvements.

DCSD doesn’t start on any projects until they have been fully funded.

The last E-SPLOST raised approximately $610 million for the district. Some of the projects paid for by the tax 
include the new Indian Creek Elementary School, new Doraville United Elementary School, new John Lewis 
Elementary School, facility condition upgrades, such as sprinklers, new turf and tracks for every high school, new 
roofs and HVACs at many schools, additional parking, and technology equipment upgrades, new computer 
equipment and devices for all students.

DCSD is committed to transparency. In 2012, DCSD created a 12-member citizen’s E- SPLOST oversight committee. 
The E-SPLOST committee members have a wealth of experience in accounting, architecture, auditing, construction, 
engineering, finance, K-12 education, legal, planning, project management and/or real estate. This committee works 
along with the Operations team to determine where the E-SPLOST funds should be spent. They meet once a month 
and the minutes of their meetings are on the website.

Over the month of September, the district held a series of meetings to update the community on E-SPLOST 
projects and the Comprehensive Master Plan process. Additionally, each month, the district produces a Monthly 
Status Report for the E-SPLOST Program. These reports can be found online under the “Community” tab on the 
district’s website. Additionally, the district has a citizen-based oversight committee, the E-SPLOST Advisory 
Committee, which reviews E-SPLOST project budgets and schedules at its monthly meeting. The next meeting 
is Wednesday, Oct. 27, 2021 at 7 p.m. For more information, please visit our website at 
https://www.dekalbschoolsga.org/e-splost/.
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