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DCSS Mission Statement

� The mission of the DeKalb County School System is to form a 
collaborative effort between home and school that maximizes 
students’ social and academic potential preparing them to compete 
in a global society.                     



IB Mission Statement

High quality international education for a 

better world

The International Baccalaureate aims to develop inquiring, 
knowledgeable and caring young people who help to create a better 
and more peaceful world through intercultural understanding and 
respect.

To this end the organization works with schools, governments and
international organizations to develop challenging programs of 
international education and rigorous assessment.

These programs encourage students across the world to become 
active, compassionate and lifelong learners who understand that 
other people, with their differences, can also be right.



A Brief History

1965 Diploma Program (for 16-19 year olds) established as 
the International Schools Examination Syndicate (ISES)

1967 Named International Baccalaureate Organization as a high 
school credential that could be earned in any country and 
interpreted in any country, sharing characteristics with 
many national systems, participating in none

1994 Middle Years Program (for 11-16 year olds) added

1997 Primary Years Program (for 3-11 year olds) added



IB Regions

IB Americas

IB Americas

IB Africa, Europe
& the Middle East

IB Asia Pacific



Number of MYP Schools

IB Americas
466

IB Americas
52

IB Asia Pacific
112

IB Africa, Europe
& the Middle East

119

749 MYP Schools in 76 Countries



IB World Schools in Georgia

DP:  26 High Schools

MYP:  7 Middle Schools

1. Atlanta International School
2. Marietta MS (Marietta City)
3. Pickneyville MS (Gwinnett)
4. Richards MS (Muscogee)
5. Shamrock MS (DeKalb)
6. Summerour MS (Gwinnett)
7. William H. Sutton MS (APS)

PYP:  18 Elementary Schools



IB Schools and Candidate Schools 
in DeKalb County

DP:  Druid Hills (Authorized July 2004)
MLK (Authorized July 2004)
Tucker (Authorized July 2004)

MYP:  Shamrock (Authorized Aug. 2008)
Salem (Candidate School Aug. 2009)
Tucker (Candidate School Aug. 2009)

PYP: Avondale (Authorized Dec. 2007)
Fernbank (Authorized Jan. 2008)
Midvale (Authorized March 2008)



The IB Continuum

MYP:1994

PYP: 1997

DP: 1967



�The Primary Years Programme (PYP) for students   

aged 3 to 11

�The Middle Years Programme (MYP) for students 

aged 11 to 16  

Three Year Program (6,7,8) 

Five Year Program  (6,7,8,9,10)

�The Diploma Programme (DP) for students aged 

16 to19 

What does the IBO offer?
The IBO develops three programmes of international education for

students aged 3 to 19, working in cooperation with IB World 

Schools.



Overview of the IB Programmes
IBO offers comprehensive, research-based curricula, aligned 

with rigorous international standards.  Each of the three 

academic programs emphasizes:

Flexible, yet comprehensive curriculum with 

rigorous international standards 

Global focus with an emphasis on intercultural 

understanding

Unique approach to transdiscplinary learning 

using multiple instructional methodologies and 

teaching strategies

Development of the whole child, including 

requirements for arts and community service



Overview of the IB Programmes

IB programs support the development of effective and rewarding learning 
communities through services and professional networks focused on best 

practice in education.

International standards for measuring teaching and learning 

Challenging academic programs

A global professional network for educators to learn effective 
classroom practices and teaching strategies

Professional development opportunities in school leadership, 
curriculum writing, program evaluation and mentoring

A culture of continual improvement



Transdisciplinary

Program of Inquiry

Action

Criterion

Languages

Exhibition

Integration

Areas of Interaction

Community and Service

Referenced

Languages

Personal Project

Concurrency of Learning

TOK

CAS

Assessment

Languages

Extended Essay

PYP MYP Diploma

The Three IB Programmes



Why IB?

� DCSS is counting on you.
� The need to prepare students to compete for 21st century 

jobs
� The best K-12 education you can get
� A world-class education recognized all around the world
� A curriculum based on “best practices”
� IB teaches critical thinking skills
� IB students are prepared for college.
� Newsweek magazine ranks 40 of the top 100 schools in 

America as IB schools. In addition to the top four spots, 
IB schools represent seven of the top 10 and 40 of the 
top 100.



Research on the Impact of IB Programmes

Various studies have been conducted on the performance   

of IB students, the standards of the IB program, the effect 

of the implementation of the program on a school. Results 

show that:

� IB has a positive impact on the culture of a school.

� IB standards are aligned with best practice in education and 

support effective teaching practices.

� IB Diploma students perform better in post-secondary 

education than their peers.

� IB Diploma students have higher acceptance rates to colleges.

� IB students outperform their peers on state assessments.



IB’s Positive Impact on School Culture
As a result of IB, research indicates that schools were able to:

�Raise academic standards and change 
perceptions toward academic 
achievement.

� Increase diversity within the school.

�Bring an international perspective to the 
classroom and raise awareness around 
intercultural understanding.

� Improve the reputation of the school in the 
community.



Common Elements of DP/MYP/PYP

� All IB programs share these common elements:

� Promote internationalmindedness

� Draw on content from educational cultures around the world

� Require study across a range of subjects

� Establish links among individual subjects

� Require the learning of a second language

� Focus on developing a variety of learning skills

� Provide opportunities for individual and collaborative planning and 
research

� Encourage students to become responsible and active members of their 
community



What are the common characteristics?
All IB Programmes include:

� a curriculum and pedagogy

� student assessment appropriate to the age range

� professional development for teachers

� a process of school authorization and evaluation
� a broad range of subjects drawing on content from 

educational cultures across the world
� special emphasis to language acquisition and 

development
� learning across disciplines and focuses on developing 

the skills of learning
� study of individual subjects and of transdisciplinary 

areas
� opportunities for individual and collaborative planning 

and research
� a community service component requiring action and 

reflection
� a requirement of a second language for all students



What is the Pedagogy?

Differentiation

Scaffolding

Experiential 
Learning

Inquiry 
based 

Instruction

Cooperative 
Learning

Student-
Centered

Constructivist

International 
Baccalaureate

(IB)



IB Middle Years Programme (MYP)

� The MYP is designed for students in the 11-16 age range.  
� The MYP is a complete and coherent programme that 

provides a framework of academic challenge and life skills 
appropriate for this age group.

� The MYP encourages students to embrace and 
understand the connections between traditional subjects 
and the real world, and to become critical and reflective 
thinkers. 



For Teachers

� IB offers professional development.
� IB provides curriculum resources.
� IB does not require an additional layer of 

curriculum.
� IB asks you to do many things that you are  

already doing.
� IB easily incorporates GPS standards.
� IB does not dictate your lessons.
� IB requires collaborative planning time.
� IB promotes respect for all subject areas.



For Parents

� IB offers a challenging, rigorous course of study.
� IB programmes are recognized around the world.
� IB curriculum focuses on international perspectives of learning and 

teaching, while insisting that students fully explore their home
culture and language.

� IB World Schools must undergo an exhaustive authorization 
process.

� IB teachers participate in continual professional development 
opportunities.

� IB works closely with universities around the world to gain 
recognition.

� IB programmes encourage students to participate in creative and 
service-oriented activities, while emphasizing the importance of 
reflection on a personal and academic level.

� IB produces publications for schools to inform and support its 
teachers, staff, students, and parents.



� Students develop knowledge, 
understanding, attitudes and skills to 
participate actively in a changing 
world.

� Includes all major disciplines but is 
flexible enough to accommodate 
national, state, and local 
requirements.

� Offers holistic education, 
communication and intercultural 
awareness. 

� Supported in English, French, 
Spanish and Chinese but can be 
taught in other languages.

What makes the MYP special?
A framework of academic challenges and life skills



MYP Curriculum Framework
MYP consists of eight subject groups integrated through five areas of interaction that 

provides a framework for learning within and across the subject areas.



The Curriculum Framework

8 subject areas

Language A

Language B

Arts

Humanities

Mathematics

Physical Education

Science

Technology



What does the MYP framework 
consist of?

• Programme model:

Areas of interaction

approaches to learning

community and service

human ingenuity

environments

health and social education



MYP Areas of Interaction

�Approaches to Learning

�Community and Service

�Homo Faber (Human Ingenuity)

�Environments

�Health and Social Education

Every subject is organized around a set of perspectives that provide a framework 

for learning. These perspectives encourage students to make connections 

between subjects, to link what they learn to the real world and to global issues, 

and to reflect and act on their learning. 



Approaches to Learning

� Through Approaches to Learning, teachers 
provide students with tools to:

� take responsibility for their own learning

� develop awareness of how they learn best

� develop problem solving and decision making skills

� develop awareness of thought process and learning 
strategies.

� develop critical, coherent and                               
independent thought.



� This component extends learning beyond the classroom 
and requires students to: 

� take an active part in the communities in which they live, 
thereby encouraging responsible citizenship

� develop a sense of responsibility

� develop skills to make an effective contribution to society

� develop community awareness and concern.

Community and Service



� Aims to educate the whole person dealing with physical, 
social and emotional health and intelligence—key 
aspects of development leading to complete and healthy 
lives. Students will:

� develop skills and knowledge to make informed choices

� become aware of potential hazards

� take responsibility for their own well-being

� take responsibility for their social environment

� understand the relationship between the             
individual and society.

Health and Social Education



� Aims to develop awareness of humanity’s 
interdependence with the environment so that students:

� accept responsibility for maintaining an environment fit 
for the future

� understand local and global environmental issues

� make decisions on environmental situations

� understand political and economic                
environmental issues.

Environments



Human Ingenuity

� Students explore in multiple ways the processes and 
products of human creativity to:

� appreciate and develop the human capacity to influence, 
transform, enjoy and improve the quality of life

� explore relationships between science, aesthetics, 
technology and leads students to examine,        
experience and reflect on the                                 
creative process.



Areas of Interaction

ATL

Community & Service

Environment

Health & Social

Human Ingenuity

IB Mission

Context or “Why?”

MYP objectives

Assessment

Criteria

Summative 

Formative

Curriculum

Standards/ 
outcomes

“content” topics

generalspecific

Alignment and coherence

Content or “What?”

Fundamental ConceptsLearner Profile



Unpacking the MYP Unit Planner

• What are the elements of an MYP unit?

• How are they interwoven?

The MYP unit planner may also be used for

interdisciplinary unit planning when two teachers from two 

different subject areas come together to plan.



MYP Unit Planner

Teachers collaborate to create units that:

• align state, local, or provincial standards with the Aims 
and Objectives of the MYP subject area

• focus on one Area of Interaction and a “Big Idea”

• engage students’ interest with a unit question

• develop a subject specific MYP task with appropriate 
MYP assessment criteria

• create teaching and learning activities leading up to the 
summative assessment.



Which specific 
MYP objectives will 
be addressed 

during this unit?

Which MYP 
assessment 
criteria will be 

used?

Standards and Objectives

Appropriate 
Task?

Make sure that state standards and the MYP objectives are 
centered around significant new teaching



Area of 
Interaction Big Idea

Creating your sound byte

Teachers define a big idea derived 
from content and/or skills…

…and merge ONE AoI with Big Idea 



Development of Unit Question

Area of 
Interaction

Unit Question

A question that helps the student figure out 
“why do I need to know this?”

Big Idea



What about assessment?

Assessment

Unit Question

Aligning Standards & 
MYP Objectives

Area of Interaction

Appropriate 
TASK

MYP Assessment 
CRITERIA



How are the students assessed?
IB assessment is rigorous, criterion-referenced, 

consistent, and differentiates according to student ability.

� Teachers organize continuous assessment taking account of specified criteria that 
correspond to objectives for each subjects. Students receive feedback on thinking 
processes as well as the finished piece of work.

� Schools may opt for official IBO certification by asking the IBO to validate their internal 
assessment.

� IBO offers schools substantial guidance for both formative and summative assessment.



IB Learner Profile

“The aim of all IB 
programmes is to 
develop internationally 
minded people who, 
recognizing their 
common humanity  and 
shared guardianship of 
the planet, help to create 
a better and more 
peaceful world.”



What is the learner profile?
It’s the IBO mission statement translated into a set of learning 

outcomes for the 21st century.

IB learners strive to 

be:

Inquirers

Knowledgeable

Thinkers

Communicators

Principled

Open-minded

Caring

Risk-takers

Balanced

Reflective

The attributes of the learner profile express the 
values inherent to the IB continuum of 
international education. 

IB programmes promote the education of the 
whole person, emphasizing intellectual, 
personal, emotional and social growth through 
all domains of knowledge. 



How is a school authorized?
Any school wishing to offer an IB programme must be authorized by 

the IBO.
Schools must go through an intensive authorization process that lasts at least three years covering a number of 

phases.

�Investigative Phase (1st Year) 2008-2009 School Year
� Collect IBO information for prospective schools
� Conduct a a feasibility study
� Intent to apply form (September)
� IB presentations to full school, staff, community groups, PTSA, school council
� School develops a timeline, strategic plan
� Obtain appropriate IB publications
� School staff visits other IB programs
� School administration and core teachers attend IB training
� Application A form (May 1)

�Planning Phase (2nd Year) 2009-2010 School Year
� School continues development of IB curriculum; Application writing by grade levels (PYP, MYP)
� Continued IB training
� Continued collection of resources
� Implementation of IB philosophy into curriculum
� Application B form (June 1)

�Review Phase (3rd Year) 2010-2011 School Year
� Continued consultation on IB implementation and school’s commitment and ability to deliver the programme
� Evaluate the school’s readiness to implement the programme
� Application is reviewed by IBNA Council in the fall
� Site authorization visit by IBNA
� School is notified by end of April if authorized



Application Process

INVESTIGATION
PHASE

1ST YEAR

APPLICATION A
END OF 1ST YEAR 

PLANNING PHASE
2ND YEAR

APPLICATION B

END OF 2ND YEAR

AUTHORIZATION
END OF 3RD YEAR

EVALUATION
(BY IBO)

EVERY 5TH YEAR
AFTER 

AUTHORIZATION

REVIEW 
PHASE

3RD YEAR



What does it cost to offer an IB 
Programme?

DP
� $9600 annual fee
� $135 registration fee per candidate
� $92 subject fee per candidate per subject

MYP
� $8000 annual fee
� Optional Student Assessment Fees???
� Evaluation fee every four years ($3500)

PYP
� $7000 annual fee
� Evaluation fee every three years ($3500)

Other Costs
� Teacher training
� Postage and mailing
� Additional staffing
� Collaborative Planning time
� IB publications
� Special facilities
� Special services
� Additional Resources



How does the IBO provide professional 
development for teachers?

The IBO supports teachers through both face-to-face workshops and 

online.
The Online Curriculum 

Centre (OCC) is an 
international community of 
practice for 66,000 registered 
IB teachers at 
http://occ.ibo.org.

Face-to-face 

workshops
Organized by each IB 
region for all 
programmes and all 
levels. Nearly 35,000 
teachers were trained in 
2006.

• Teacher support 
materials 
• Online courses

• Teacher 
qualifications in 

development.



QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.



Additional Information

Dr. John Wilson, 

IB District Coordinator K-12

678 676-0213

john_m_wilson@dekalb.k12.ga.us



For More Information

�On the IBO official website, you can find 
information concerning PYP, MYP, and 
the DP.  Please visit:  www.ibo.org

�For more information regarding DCSS IB 
Programmes, please visit:  

http://www.dekalb.k12.ga.us/support/ib/




